A tribute to a great leader
Madduri Annapoornaiah - A Centenary Tribute
edited by A.V.K.Chaitanya, Rs. 50, Pages 148 For copies:
Madduri Annapoornaiah Birth Centenary Celebration
Committee, 173, Lalitha Nagar, Hyderabad - 500 044.
Madduri Annapoornaiah (1899-1954), who spent a quarter of
his life in jail for writing and publishing 'inflammatory1 articles against
the British and taking part in the freedom struggle, neither craved
for a place in history nor expected future generations to remember
him in gratitude. (Did he have a premonition that we are destined to
be a thankless lot?)
A first generation freedom fighter from Andhra, Annapoornaiah
became a hero when he, as the editor of the periodical Congress,
dared to publish a playlet called Chichchula Pidugu written by an
unidentified playwright (it was written by Ramachandruni
Venkatappa). It was a penegyric to the legendary 1857 freedom
fighter Mangal Pandey. The British found the play inflammatory
and violative of their press laws and the 25 year old editor was
arrested. Jarred by the public outcry against the arrest, the adminis-
tration offered him a deal; he would be released if he disclosed the
name of the play wright. Annapooornaiah turned down the offer,
taking a stand for journalistic ethics.
Born in 1899, Annapoornaiah plunged into the freedom struggle
in 1920, responding to the call given by Gandhi in the Calcutta
Congress and continued to serve the people till he breathed his last
at the age of 56.
A congressman in his early days, he was attracted to the Social-
ist group within the party (which went on to form the Congress
Socialist Party) and then to Netaji's Forward Bloc. A close associ-
ate of both Jayaprakash Narayan and Netaji, Annapoornaiah was
the father of Socialist movement in the South. He edited several
Telugu news letters. Congress, Navashakti, JaiBharatandVelugu.
He was a childhood friend of Alluri Seetharamaraju.